32                                    FOR PACIFISTS
My reply is that a satyagrahi may never run away
from danger, irrespective of whether he is alone or in the
company of many. He will have fully performed his duty
if he dies fighting. The same holds good in armed warfare.
It applies with greater force in Satyagraha. Moreover,
the sacrifice of one will evoke the sacrifice of many and
may possibly produce big results. There is always this
possibility. But one must scrupulously avoid the tempta-
tion of a desire for results.
Harijan, 17-3-'46
I adhere to my opinion that I did well to present to
the Congress non-violence as an expedient. I could not
have done otherwise, if I was to introduce it into politics.
In South Africa too I introduced it as an expedient. It
was successful there because resisters were a small num-
ber in a compact area and therefore easily controlled. Here
we had numberless persons scattered over a huge country.
The result was that they could not be easily controlled or
trained. And yet it is a marvel the way they have res-
ponded. They might have responded much better and
shown far better results. But I have no sense of disap-
pointment in me over the results obtained. If I had start-
ed with men who accepted non-violence as a creed, I might
have ended with myself. Imperfect as I am, I started with
imperfect men and women and sailed on an uncharted
ocean. Thank God that, though the boat has not reached
its haven, it has proved fairly stormproof.
Harijan, 12-4-'42